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The effect of the presence of the single transverse crack on the response of the rotor has
been a focus of attention for many researchers. In the present work a simple Jeffcott rotor
with two transverse surface cracks has been studied. The stiffness of such a rotor is derived
based on the concepts of fracture mechanics. Subsequently, the effect of the interaction of
the two cracks on the breathing behavior and on the unbalance response of the rotor is
studied. When the angular orientation of one crack relative to the other is varied,
significant changes in the dynamic response of the rotor are noticed. A special case of
practical importance of a two-crack rotor is one when one of the cracks is assumed to
remain open always whereas the other can breathe like a fatigue crack. This simulates a
transverse crack in an asymmetric rotor. Effect of orientation of the breathing crack with
respect to the open crack on the dynamic response is studied in detail. The results of the
present study will be useful in diagnosing fatigue cracks in real rotors, which invariably
have some asymmetry.

© 2002 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. INTRODUCTION

Fatigue cracks because of their potential to cause catastrophic failures are a grave threat
to an uninterrupted operation and performance of the modern day machines. Since mid-
1970 various researchers have studied the response of a cracked rotor. The work on the
diagnosis of crack has been mainly based on vibration signature. The changes in the
vibration response in the form of changes of frequency composition or a rising trend of
higher harmonics of rotational frequency or an increased level of subharmonic resonances
have been found to be some of the important crack indicators. These vibration-based
techniques have been applied to a variety of engineering structures, such as beams, trusses,
rotors, etc. The research in the past few decades on cracked structures and rotors is well
documented in review papers by Wauer [1] and Dimarogonas [2].

The thrust of most of the works in the past has been on a structure with a single
transverse surface crack. When more than one crack appears in a structure, the dynamic
response becomes more complex depending upon the relative positions and depths of these
cracks. Moreover various combinations of position and depth can lead to the identical
changes in the natural frequencies. Various investigators have recently addressed the effect
of two surface cracks on the vibration response of structures. Ostachowicz and Krawczuk
[3] analyzed the effect of positions and depths of two cracks on the natural frequency of
cantilever beams. Shen and Pierre [4] considered a pair of symmetric cracks at mid-span
and focussed their attention on the effect of these cracks on the mode shapes. Both the
Galerkin procedure and the finite element approach have been used. Effect of crack depth
and location on the eigenfrequencies of a double cracked beam has also been studied [5].
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A review based on the work related to multiple cracked structures is presented by Ruotolo
and Surace [6]. Development of generalized damage identification procedures for systems
with multiple cracks based on optimization [7] and genetic algorithm [8] has received
considerable attention recently.

The problem of two cracks in a rotor has not been dealt with in detail until now.
Recently, Sekhar [9] carried out a parametric study of two transverse open cracks in a
rotor and studied the effect of various crack parameters on the eigenfrequencies and
stability speeds of rotors. He used finite element model of a rotor bearing system for
flexural vibrations and carried out a study on two aligned open cracks.

In the present study the dynamic response analysis of two-crack rotor is carried out. A
simple Jeffcott rotor with two transverse surface cracks is considered. A more realistic
breathing crack model is used as against the open crack model applied in earlier studies.
The cracks are assumed at some distance apart near the mid-span. The stiffness of the
Jeffcott rotor due to the presence of these cracks is derived based on fracture mechanics
concepts. Then the dynamic response of the cracked Jeffcott rotor is obtained for an
unbalance excitation. The effects of orientation of one crack relative to the other on the
unbalance response and on the breathing behaviour of the two cracks are studied. A
special case of the two-crack rotor is when one of the cracks is of open type while the other
can breathe during the rotation of rotor. This simulates an asymmetric rotor with a fatigue
crack. This case is studied in detail to estimate the effect of the presence of fatigue crack on
the response of an asymmetric rotor. Such a study of an asymmetric shaft having a
transverse crack has not been attempted. The only related work is by Lees and Friswell
[10]. They discussed the effect of chordal cracks on the mode shapes of asymmetric rotors
and also studied the effect of orientation of the rotor on various modes of vibration.

In the following section the stiffness of a two-crack Jeffcott rotor is derived. Then in
section 3, unbalance response of the two-crack rotor is studied for various speeds and
orientation angle between two cracks. Section 4 discusses the response of an asymmetric
rotor with a breathing transverse crack. The important findings of the present work are
summarized in section 5.

2. STRIFFNESS OF A TWO-CRACK ROTOR

Consider a Jeffcott rotor that has two transverse surface cracks with one oriented from
the other at an angle of y as shown in Figure 1. The cracks assumed to be some distance
apart axially so as not to influence the stress fields of one another, but assumed close
enough to be located at midspan.

Here an attempt is made to find the flexibility of a cracked Jeffcott rotor with two
transverse surface cracks oriented in rotor-fixed directions &; and &, are shown in Figure 1.
Co-ordinate system for crack 1 is & —n; and that for crack 2 is &, —#,, the orientation
angle between them being y. Q¢, and Q,, are the forces on the rotor in £, —#; co-ordinates
at the center of the span of the rotor where the two cracks are situated. In &, —#n, co-
ordinates these forces are denoted by Q¢, and Q,,. They are related as follows:

Qs | | cosy siny | | O |
Oy, | =siny cosy O | (1)

The cracks open and close during a rotation, i.e., they breathe under the influence of
gravity and unbalance forces acting on the crack cross-section. The flexibility of the
cracked rotor is a function of the amount of crack opening of both these cracks. Thus the
flexibility of the two-crack rotor is constantly changing. The amount of crack opening for
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Figure 1. Details of a two-crack Jeffcott rotor. (a) Co-ordinate system. (b) Details of a crack cross-section.
(c) Forces acting on the rotor at the crack cross-sections.

each crack depends on the stresses acting on the crack edge. The stress intensity factor (K7)
on the crack is given below [11, 12]:

I __ 1 1
K| =K{, +Kp, . )

Here

<Q§1L) o
4 )2 Q¢ Lo/
Késl = o¢VnaF, o =——7 Kég,l = Sé] VroF (3)
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and

Q’il
w
, 4 7 Lw ,
Ky, = oy, o, =~—t—, Kj ==l /maF, (4)

where I = (n/64)d* and functions F and F’, which depend on crack parameters « and o,
are given as under

I (n>0~923+0~199[lsin(%)r
= ta

o 2y o ’
cos(35)
E L ANE
ol 0-752 4202 4 0-37|1 — sin( —
F/ _ ita (TE(X> ( ) — |: (206/>:| ) (5)
T 20! cos (—)
20!/
From fracture mechanics, the additional deflection due to the presence of crack in &, —
co-ordinates is
0
uj, :8—&{/]1(“)(1“]’ (6)
where strain energy density function is given as
- I 12
Ji(o) = 7 [KQ;»1 +KQWI} . (7)
Substituting equation (7) in equation (6) and using relation (3) and (4), we get
Lo/ \/moF L Lo/ \/moF
// (Qi‘ x Qr“ W\/_F’) x do dw, (8)
4, 81
Lo/ \/moaF i L Lw/maF’
// (Qf' 2 + O WﬂF) SV o dw. 9)
4 41 41
Similarly additional deflection in & —#n, co-ordinate for crack 2 can be shown to be
Lo/ \/moF Ly Lo/ \/moF
// (Qgz x an W\/—F) x T dodw, (10)
! L
// (Qf’L“” maf | O WFF’) LWVM g dw. (11)
Ay

In equations (8)—(11), the areas of integration 4; and A, denote the open part of the cracks
1 and 2 respectively.
Using equation (1), the above displacements in terms of forces acting on crack 1 are

_2 (Q¢, cosy + Oy, siny) Lo/ /naF
/1.1

81

+ (—Q¢, siny + Qy, cosy)Lwy/maF"\| Lo/ \/noF
41 s7

// Lo o F? cos L2« wrnoFF' siny| 0
Ll e T T ap e

Lo’ noF? L*wo/noFF'
|: oo . wcos y:| Q’7|:| do dw, (12)

dodw

ez Mt T op
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2 (Q¢, cosy + Qy, siny) Lo’ \/moF
A

81

N (Qy, cosy — Qilsin y)LanocF’)] Lw\4/;wcF’ dorduw

L*«'wrnoFF' L*wnoF'?
— —p cos Yy e siny| Q¢

L*a”naFF' L*wnoF"
{Tsm)}—kwcosy] Q,ﬁ} dodw. (13)
Deflections in direction &; is written as

fe, = ug, + ug, COSY — uy, siny + ”gl' (14)

Here, u¢, is the deflection due to crack 1 in the direction ¢, ug, the deflection due to crack 2
in the direction ¢, u,, the deflection due to crack 2 in the direction #,, and “(i)l the
deflection of uncracked shaft in the &; direction:

3
0 _ QflL.
o T gSET (15)
Using equations (8), (12), (13) and (15), equation (14) can be written as
gy =2 // <QC1La’,/nocF Q"‘LW\/_F’> Lo/ \/med dw
) A 81
[ [L*o?noF? cosh L*o/'wnoFF' siny] 0
L2 / / 6412 / 320 ot vd
— _ cosydadw
E | J4| [L*onaF? i + L2« wrnaFF' cosy] 0 7
| e 7 3212 7|
[ [L*«/wroFF' L*wnaF"”?
2 ) S T A 0, I}
- = _ sinydoadw +=—"—. (16
E / /Az Dalwrab ! o DwR? / sser (19
| [ er ENTIZ 7|
Similarly for direction #,
Uy, = Uy, + ug, SIny 4 u,, cosy + uf;l. (17)

Here, u,, is the deflection due to crack 1 in direction 7, u¢, the deflection due to crack 2 in
direction ¢,, u,, the deflection due to crack 2 in direction #,, and ugl the deflection of
uncracked shaft in #, direction:

0 _ Q’71L3

_ Al 1
“n T 48T (18)
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Using equations (9), (12), (13) and (18), equation (17) can be written as
Lo/ \/maF L Lw+/moF’
- // (Qf' dmak | O, W\/_F’> WVIAE G dw
A

41
Lzoc’znocF 2 L*o' wroFF'
2 {64120057’32]2sm ] Q:,+ |
" E //A2 L2o?naF? L2 witoFF' sin y dodw
{6412 ST o8 “’] On
[ [L*o' wroFF' L2wW2roF?
'E / /A LowraFF . LPwiraF” cosy dxd + Qe )
{ 32]2 siny -+ 1612 cos “/} Oy,

The direct and cross-coupled flexibility values g¢, g,, gey, gype can now be found as
follows:

ge = Ofie,
: aQCl

From equation (16), we have

2 L*0*no F?
=— ———duad
9=E /,h( oz W)

Lzoc’zmch ,  L’dwnaFF' |
08"y ———————sinycosy| daudw

6412 3272
L*a' wnoFF' L2w2noF'? L’
//Az{ e snycosy—Tsm ]docdw+48EI (20)
and
g — Ol
“790,

2 sza’naFF’d d
I =E Al e

// Lo F Sin» cos +L2ot’w7rocFF/ cos? | dod
- odw
L earr TN 4

3212
LZ ! FF’ L2 2 F/Z
//Az[ oc;;;‘;‘ sin2y+%sinycos y] do dw, (21)
o
gy = 8le] s
m

so from equation (19), we have

2 L*w?noF"
9n :E /41 (Tda dW)

L*d*naF? .,  L*od'wnaFF' |
—ean sin y+T81nycosy dodw

L2/ wroFF' Liw’maF™ L
// { o WTTo siny cosy + ﬂcos2 y} docdw + . (22)
A

3217 1612 48E]
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Also,
on
gﬂé = aQn: b
Gl
and it can be shown that
Gen = Gne- (23)

The equations for flexibility (equations (20)—(23)) are rewritten as follows:

nl? P nL?cos®y
f = Fododw 4+ —=—5— 2aF? dod
ge DEDL //Aloc o odw + DED //Azoc o odw

LZ : L2 i
_w// o 2o FF da dy — = SV COS T // o' woFF' doe dw
A, 4

16EI 16EI
nL?sin®y L’
= F?dad 24
TTRED //AZW“ STy (24)

and

nl? nL? sin’
I =gpp //A w2 do dw + 32712?// o> aF? do dw
1 2

L2 sin v cos L?siny cos
+ M// wol o FF' do dw 4 2= S0V EO8 T // wol o FF' doc dw
A> %

16EI? 16EI?
nL?cos?y ) L’
+W//7W aF" docdw—|—48EI (25)

nl? // — nL?sinycosy P
9en = Gnée =~7773 wol aFF docdw—l—i// oo F = doo dw
n T 16EI 4 32 EI? B

12 cos? 1% sin’)
+w// wol o FF dordw — 2= S0 7 // wo! o FF' doe dw

16EI2 16EI>
Lsi
— %// w2 dodw. (26)
Az
These can be further written as
o al? r nl?cos’y , mL’sinycosy ,  mL? siny ,  L? 27)
e = 3pEp ' T T nER SEIZ 2T T RER 9 48El
g — nl? I nL?sin® y 7 nl?sinycosy , mL?cos’; Y L’ (28)
1= neplet TEp ot SEI? 92 REI> "9 T 4RED
nl? nL? siny cosy nL2(cos?y — sin’y) nL? siny cos y
— I/ " _ IN I// 29
9o =16gp's T T 32ER g1 16EI? ot SEI? o (29
where

I, —// o?oF? dodw, 1;2:// Wl dadw, I :// wo! o FF' docdw,
Ay Ay Ay
I ://A o?oF? dodw, Igz:// wo!oFF dadw, I} ://A w?aF? dadw.  (30)
2 2 2

It may be noted that for y = 0°, the above expressions reduce to flexibility expressions
similar to those given by June et al. [11]. The stiffness coefficients can now be
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obtained as
ge S g
by = ——— kg =k =—— k= ——
9edn — 9z 9edn — 9z gedn — 9z
Using these stiffness coefficients the equation of motion can be written as [13]

m(& — 201, — 0*)) + c(& — on) + ke&y + keyny = mew® cos f— mg cos 0,

m(if, — 20é, — wznl) +c(h — &) + kel + kyny = mew” sin f — mg sin 6. (32)

The response obtained using these equations can be used to estimate the forces on the
crack cross-section as follows:

BHENE
Oy, ke ky m

Using these forces the SIF, i.e., the stress intensity factor (K;) for crack 1 can be found
from equations (2)—(4) as given below:

Q¢ Lo’ \/moF N Oy, Lwy/naF’
81 41 '

The sign of (K¥) at different positions along the crack edge would indicate the open and
closed area of crack 1. Positions where the sign is positive correspond to open area of the
crack represented by A;. This enables setting up the limits of integration for crack area A;.
These limits involve both the width and height of the cracked area. Similarly, the
forces obtained from equation (33) can be used to estimate the forces Q¢, and Q,, acting
on crack 2, by using equation (1). Then the SIF on the edge of crack 2 is determined as
follows:

K| = (34)

Kl — Q¢, Lo/ \/maF n Oy, Lw+/moF’
? 87 41 ‘
The sign of SIF K} at various locations on crack 2 indicates open/closed area of crack 2,
which helps in setting limits of integration wherever A4, is involved.
Equation (32) can be non-dimensionalized using the following parameters:

(35)

: &o-oom c € _ _a - @
= — = — = —_— T = wt e = — a|) = — a) = —. 363.
6 551’ n 5“7 g 2\/m7 ) 5g[7 1 D’ 2 D ( )
Also, the following frequency ratios are defined:
(O ¢ Wy w Wy Wy¢
ro=-—, re =—o, V":—, Yunb = — rin: ) rﬂf: )
w w w Wy w w

where

k() k' k; kf’
wy = \/%7 Wg = \/ﬁa Wy = \/El7 WeyWpe = 71 (36b)

Hence, the equations of motion in non-dimensional form are

E4 2crof + 217 + (r% —1)é+ (’%n — 2¢rg)if = ecos f — 1 cos T,

1+ 2cron + 2¢ + ("2 — D+ (rii +2¢rg)¢ = esin ff + r2sin <. (37)

A program has been written in MATLAB® (version 5.3) to estimate the response of a
two-crack rotor. The solution process for solving the above equations of motion is
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START

Initial displacement
and Stiffness

|

| Evaluate forces on rotor near crack (Eq.33,1) |

v
| Evaluate SIFs on the crack edges (Eq.34,35) |

Y

| Estimate siffness (Eq.37) |

t=0

<
«

Estimate response using above stiffness
in equation of motion (Eq. 37)

¥

Increment time
t=t+At

t< tone degree?

¥

Increment rotor rotation by one degree
=+1

0<360 7
Yes

Difference in the estimated
response for this rotation and for
previous cycle within tolerance?

Figure 2. Flowchart showing the procedure of solution of equations of motion.

iterative and is detailed in Figure 2. The initial displacement is assumed equal to the static
deflection of the uncracked rotor and initial stiffness values correspond to that of the
uncracked rotor. Using these initial displacements and stiffness, the program evaluates
forces (Q¢ and Q,) on both the crack cross-sections with the help of equations (33) and (1).
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Then using these forces and equations (34) and (35), SIF at 50 points along the crack edge
of both the cracks are evaluated. Positive SIF values indicate the amount of open part of
the crack. This in turn decides the limits of integration for equations (30) since only the
open part of the crack is taken into account for finding the additional flexibility due to the
cracks. The flexibility values are calculated from equations (27)—(29) which give stiffnesses
using equation (31). Then, equation (37) is integrated using fourth order Runge-Kutta
procedure using the initial assumed response and stiffnesses. Stiffnesses are assumed to be
constant for one degree of rotation (7/180 radian), for which the integration of equation
(37) is carried out with a sufficiently small time step (4¢ = 0-000014455s). The response
obtained at the end of one degree of rotation is stored and again used to re-evaluate forces
using equation (33). These forces are used to evaluate the SIF and the next set of stiffness
values that are used in equation of motion to get next set of displacements (£; and 7).
Thus, the response is used to evaluate stiffnesses which in turn give the next set of
response. To attain a steady state, the iterative procedure is repeated till the response set
for one full rotation is converged. The tolerance for convergence of response in the present
case is taken to be of the order of 0-1%. Initial transients in the response die within the first
few rotor rotations. Steady state solution is obtained after that.

At each solution step, the SIF values at all the 50 locations along the edges of both the
cracks are evaluated. Using the sign of these SIF values the crack closure line position
(CCLP) is found. The CCLP essentially separates the open and closed area of the crack.
The CCLP for both the cracks is stored during each solution step. This helps in
understanding the breathing behaviour of the two cracks as the position of the line shows
how the cracks close and open. The significance of CCLP is shown in Figure 3. The crack
edge is shown as A—B whereas the crack closure line (CCL) denoted by a bold vertical line
perpendicular to the crack edge is also shown. The position of CCL keeps changing along
the crack edge (say from 1 to 50 while opening from A to B and from 50 to 100 while
closing from A to B) as the rotor rotates. When the rotor is at initial position (Figure 3(a)),
the crack edge is on the compression region and is closed completely under the action of
gravity. As the rotor starts rotating counterclockwise, part of the crack near end “A”
opens up. Thus at any position say 8 = 45°, the CCL could be at point 15 along the crack
edge (Figure 3(b)). When the rotor rotates further and when the crack edge is vertical at
0 = 90°, the CCL could be at position 25 along the crack edge (Figure 3(c)) and so on. The
crack edge opens fully when it comes on the lower side in the tensile region at around

= 180° (Figure 3(e)). At this position, the CCL has travelled from one corner A to the
other corner B passing through 50 various points along the crack edge and the CCL
position keeps changing from 0 to 50. When the rotor rotates further the corner A starts to
close and the CCL position changes from 50 towards 100 as the crack begins to further
close from corner A to B (Figures 3(f)-3(h)) till the crack completely closes at around
0 = 360°. Thus the CCL position of 1 and 100 indicates a fully closed state, whereas CCLP
of 50 indicates a fully open crack state. CCLP of 25 indicates half open-half closed
condition and CCLP of 75 indicates half closed-half open state of crack. Thus the CCL
position is indicative of the breathing of the crack.

3. ROTOR WITH TWO BREATHING CRACKS

To validate the two-crack model developed in section 2, a simulation involving two
cracks with @; = 0-04 and @, = 0-005 is considered. The angle between them is assumed to
be y = 0°. This is to compare the unbalance response of the two-crack rotor with similar
response of a cracked rotor with a single transverse crack of depth a = 0-4 presented in
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A-B Crack edge.
— Crack closure line.

Figure 3. Variation of crack closure line position with angular position of rotor.

reference [10]. The depth ratio of a, = 0-005 is not expected to change the response of the
two-crack rotor while at the same time it will allow the validation of the new model. The
unbalance eccentricity and the rotational speed considered are ¢ = 0-1 and r,,; = 0-5
respectively. Unless otherwise stated, the unbalance orientation angle f§ is assumed to be 0°
in all the simulations of this paper.

The results obtained by the two-crack rotor model are presented in Figure 4. Figure 4(a)
shows variation of the direct stiffness ratios (k:/ko and k,/ko) whereas Figure 4(b) shows
variation of cross-coupled stiftness ratio (k,/ko). Similarly Figures 4(c) and 4(d) show the
unbalance response in rotor fixed and stationary co-ordinate systems respectively. These
results are in accordance with the results presented in reference [11]. The direct stiffness
ratios k:/ko indicating stiffness variation in the ¢ direction varies between 0-9084 and 1
whereas similar ratio in the # direction (k,/ko) varies between 0-9595 and 1. Both the
stiffness values drop to their minimum near 0 = 180°, where the crack usually opens fully.
The cross-coupled stiffness is however zero near # = 180° and maximum near 6 = 90° and
270° when the crack is half-closed—half-open. The response in Figure 4(d) clearly shows
predominant 2x harmonic component in both horizontal and vertical directions. This is
due to the fact that the rotational speed is equal to 1/2 the bending critical speed
corresponding to the uncracked rotor.
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kelky, K, /K,

(d)

-2 1 1 1

100
80
60

CCLP

40
20

100 f
80
60 [

CCLP

40
20

0 )

0 45 90 135 180 225 270 315 360

Angle of rotation

Figure 4. Response of a two-crack rotor with a; = 0-4, a, = 0-05, r,,, = 0-5 and y = 0°. (a) Direct stiffness
ratio variation with rotation. (b) Cross-coupled stiffness ratio variation. (c) Response in rotor-fixed co-ordinates.
(d) Response in stationary co-ordinates. (¢) Crack closure line position (CCLP) variation for crack 1. (f) CCLP
variation for crack 2.



DYNAMICS OF A TWO-CRACK ROTOR 661

Figures 4(e) and 4(f) show crack closure line position (CCLP) for cracks 1 and 2 as the
two-crack rotor completes one resolution. The CCLP is explained in Figure 3. Figure 4(¢)
shows that the crack 1 opens immediately and gradually keeps opening up until it opens
completely near 6 = 160°. From 6 = 180° onwards it starts closing again and it closes
completely just before § = 360°. However for crack 2 (Figure 4(f)) which is a very shallow
crack, the crack remains closed for a considerable period (till § = 90°) after which it starts
opening rather quickly and opens completely at = 120°. It stays open for a considerable
time before it starts closing again at 270° and closes very quickly. This is in contrast to the
breathing of crack 1, which shows a more gradual opening and closing. This also indicates
that the sudden open (at § = 90°) and sudden close (at 6 = 270°) mechanism suggested by
Grabowski [14] indeed is seen here for crack 2. However this applies for very shallow
cracks and cannot be generalized to all the crack depths. Similarly, from Figure 4(a) it may
be noted that the stiffness variation is not actually sinusoidal for the cracked rotor as
suggested by Mayes and Davis [15]. However it is still a reasonable approximation.

Next, the effect of one crack with a reasonable depth on a similar crack located at an
angle y with respect to the first one is studied. The rotor speed considered is r,,, = 0-1 and
two equal cracks with a; = a, = 0-2 are considered. The results of the simulation are
shown in Figure 5 with y = 0° (Figure 5(1)) and y = 45° Figure 5(II)). Figures 5(a) and 5(b)
show direct and cross-coupled stiffness variation for one cycle of rotation for y = 0°. The
direct stiffness k: drops to minimum value near 0 = 135° from k:/ko =1 to 0-9645
whereas the other direct stiffness k, drops from k,/ko =1 to 0.9944. The cross-coupled
stiffness is also to have a maximum value near 0 = 270° and a minimum at 6 = 90° while
the stiffness is zero at = 180°. Figures 5(c) and 5(d) shows the time domain response in
vertical and horizontal directions. The substantial dip in the rotor response near 0 = 180°
is clearly seen in Figure 5(c) which is related to the fully opened crack in the range of
0 = 135—225° under the influence of gravity. From Figures 5(¢) and 5(f) it may be noted
that both the cracks start to open at about 6 = 40° and open fully near 8§ = 135°. Both the
cracks start to close again as shown by the CCLP changing from position 50 to 100 after
0 = 225°. This breathing of both the cracks is synchronous which is expected because they
are aligned. When the orientation of crack 2 is changed from y = 0 to 45° with respect to
crack 1, the effect on the stiffness variation is evident. In the case of y = 45°, the overall
stiffness drop in the ¢ direction is reduced with corresponding increase in the drop of
stiffness in the # direction (Figure 5(g)), as compared with the case of the two cracks
aligned together (Figure 5(a)). The cross-coupled stiffness also shows an increase in the
change of stiffness value for y = 45°. The effect of these stiffness changes is seen on the
response shown in Figures 5(c), 5(d), 5(1) and 5(j). Although there is no significant
qualitative changes in the vertical and horizontal response from y = 0 and 45°, the peak
response shows a certain drop in the amplitudes (Figures 5(i) and 5(j)). Both these cracks,
when they are aligned, open and close at identical position, which is quite obvious (Figures
5(e) and 5(f). However, when the orientation changes to y = 45°, crack 2 opens in advance
compared to crack 1 because of the counterclockwise rotation of the rotor (Figures 5(k)
and 5(1)). This is in fact effecting the typical stiffness variation shown in Figures 5(g) and
5(h). The simulation results presented here in Figure 5 show noticeable effect of the
orientation of the two cracks on the response and stiffness variation pattern of the two-
crack rotor.

When the orientation angle of the crack 2 is increased from y =45 to 90°, there
are substantial changes observed in stiffness variation as well as the response
(Figures 6(a)-6(f)). With y =90°, the drop in stiffness in both £ and # directions is by
equal amount (Figure 5(a)) which is expected because of the fact that the two equal cracks
are perpendicular to each other. The peak response level in both directions has dropped by
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almost 50% (Figures 5(c) and 5(d)). The response pattern is also changed when compared
with the response at y = 0°. The crack opening and closing shows an interesting variation.
When the rotor starts turning from 0 = 0°, crack 1 starts to open at 0 = 40° and fully
opens at 0 = 150° (Figure 6(c)). It then starts closing at 6 = 225° and fully closes near
0 = 315°. Whereas crack 2, which is at y = 90° with respect to crack 1, is already half-open
at 0 = 0° (Figure 6(f)) and continues to open till it opens fully at 6 = 45°, remains open till

= 135° and then starts to close. It closes completely at = 225° and starts to open again
at 0 = 315°. When open-—close pattern of both the cracks is considered, it may be noted
(from the CCLP in Figures 6(e) and 6(f)) that when one crack is fully closed or fully open
the other is partially open. This has a definite effect on the response of the two-crack rotor
that is discussed with the help of frequency domain and orbit plots in the following
paragraphs. But before that an interesting case of y = 180° is considered. When y = 180°,
the two cracks are opposite to each other in their orientation on the rotor. Effectively this
causes a strong asymmetry in the rotor stiffness. This is evident in Figure 6(g), wherein the
two direct stiffness ratio variations show negligible variation about their mean values. In
fact the stiffness ratio variation is a straight line if shown in the same limits as in Figure
6(a). This strong asymmetry shows its effect in the lateral rotor vibration response as
shown in Figures 6(i) and 6(j). The response shows a very strong 2nd harmonic component
in both the directions (y and z). The stiffness asymmetry of the rotor is also indicated in
Figures 6(k) and 6(1), wherein if crack 1 is closed fully at 6 >315° and at 6 <45°, the crack
2 is open fully in this range. Similarly when one crack starts to close from fully open state,
the other crack starts to open from fully closed state and vice versa. This maintains the
overall stiffness in the two directions nearly constant leading to the condition of a slotted
rotor.

The interaction between two cracks oriented at an angle with respect to each other has
been shown to effect the stiffness variation and also the response in the foregoing
discussions. The effect on the response is now discussed with the help of frequency domain
signals and the orbit plots. Figures 7(I), 7(II) and 7(IIT) show the response with y = 0, 90
and 180° respectively. When y = 0°, the vertical rotor response (Figure 7(c)) shows first,
second and third harmonics of rotational frequency (4-27Hz) in decreasing levels of
amplitudes. In the horizontal vibration spectrum (Figure 7(d)) the first two harmonics are
equal and the third harmonic is relatively weak. The orbit shape in this case is onion
shaped (Figure 7(e)). When y = 90°, frequency composition of the response dramatically
changes. Now both the vertical (Figure 7(h)) and horizontal (Figure 7(i)) vibration spectra
show only first and third harmonic components without any second harmonic component.
The first harmonic is twice as strong in vertical direction than in the horizontal direction
whereas the third harmonic is much stronger in the horizontal direction than in the vertical
direction. The orbit is slightly changed here (Figure 7(j)); being symmetric about both y
and z directions and reduced considerably in size. When y = 180°, again there are dramatic
changes in the spectra. In this case the strong stiffness asymmetry shows up in the form of
predominant 2x component with almost negligible 1x and no trace of third harmonic in
both the vertical and horizontal spectra (Figures 7(m) and 7(n)). Obviously, the orbit plot
is a double looped orbit here (Figure 7(0)).

The simulation is repeated at a higher speed of r,,;, = 0-5. The response in time and
frequency domain for the three cases of y (0, 90, 180°) is shown in Figure 8. It may be
noted that the response changes substantially when y is changed from 0 to 90°. The strong
second harmonic component of vibration earlier seen in the case of y =0° almost
disappears and the double looped orbit reduces to an oblong orbit (Figure 8(j)). This is
because in the case of y = 90°, the overall stiffness variation in both directions is dominant
as seen from the frequency domain signal (Figures 8(h) and 8(i)). However, the response is
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similar for y = 0 and 180°. When the simulation is repeated for even higher speed of
rap = 0-8, it is found that the response does not change in any way when the orientation of
a crack is changed with respect to the other. This is due to the fact that at such a high
speed close to critical speed, the response due to flexibility dominates the overall unbalance
response and the stiffness asymmetry or the stiffness variation plays a very little role. It
should be emphasized that the crack effect in the form of higher harmonics is more clearly
observed at a lower speed than at a higher speed.

The effect of unbalance orientation angle (f) relative to the crack 1 on the response of
the two-crack rotor is also studied. To investigate the influence of 5, the response of the
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two-crack rotor is obtained by varying the value of § from 0 to 360° in step of 90°. The
speed of rotor for these simulations is kept as 1/2 of the first bending critical speed. The
effect of f is shown in Figure 9 in which the response variation with £ is shown for three
different crack orientation angles (y), namely 0, 90 and 180°. Noticeable variation for all
the three cases of y is observed. The variation of orbit shape with f for y = 0° obtained
here (Figure 9(a)) is similar to that presented in reference [11] for the case of single crack.
The variation of orbit shape with f is similar for y = 0 and 180°. For both these cases the
frequency pattern (the spectra not shown here) did not show any significant changes.
However when the unbalance is opposite to the crack (f = 180°), the amplitude of the first
harmonic reduces and the two loops of the orbit plot are almost of the same size. This is in
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contrast to the case of § = 0° where the outer loop is a little larger than the inner loop. The
relative sizes of inner and outer loops are similar for =90 and 270°. The second
harmonic component in all the four cases of f is not affected by the value of . For
y = 90°, the first harmonic component substantially reduces for f = 180 and 270°, since
for these values the unbalance is effectively in opposite phase to the crack. Thus the orbit
plot in this case (Figure 9(c)) can be seen as reduced in size. However it may be noted that
for each value of f3, the effect of crack orientation angle y on the response of the two-crack
rotor that is discussed earlier in the section is seen to be similar in nature.

4. ROTOR WITH ONE OPEN AND ONE BREATHING CRACK

A special case of the two-crack rotor is an asymmetric rotor with a single breathing
transverse crack at an orientation y. This is like one of the two cracks is constrained to
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remain always open and the other crack breathe and change its stiffness as the rotor
rotates. The program written for the two-crack rotor is modified so that crack 1 is always
open and thus represents the constant stiffness asymmetry of an asymmetric rotor in rotor
fixed co-ordinates. The other crack, crack 2 is allowed to breathe and it may represent a
transverse crack in an asymmetric rotor. Such cracks are often found in two pole generator
rotors and are known to occur at the roots of winding slots due to stress concentrations
and thermal gradients due to electrical windings. It would be interesting to study the
effect of the presence of such a transverse surface crack on the dynamics of an asymmetric
rotor.

Before the effect of a crack on an asymmetric rotor is studied, the authors have found
the response of an asymmetric rotor (without any crack) using a program that is separately
developed. This is expected to help in understanding the additional effect the crack would
bring about in the already existing inherent stiffness asymmetry of the asymmetric rotor.
Figure 9(I) shows the response of an asymmetric rotor at r,,, = 0-1 with an asymmetry
corresponding to a crack of depth a = 0-2. The time domain (Figures 9(a) and 9(b)) and
the frequency domain (Figures 9(c) and 9(d)) responses as expected show a very dominant
second harmonic vibration component to an extent that the first harmonic component is
almost absent. This is because the speed being very low, the effect of unbalance is
negligible compared to the effect of stiffness asymmetry. The stiffness in rotating co-
ordinates being constant in case of an asymmetric rotor, the stiffness ratio is a straight line
if Figure 9(e). The orbit plot here is a double loop orbit with both loops being almost of
the same size.

Next, a breathing crack is introduced in addition to the constant asymmetry of the
asymmetric rotor. Figure 9(II) shows the response of an asymmetric rotor with a
transverse crack at an orientation of y = 0°. The time domain response (Figures 9(g) and
9(h)) shows a noticeable change. The frequency domain signal (Figures 9(i) and 9(j))
clearly shows a drop in 2x vibration component and a substantial increase in 1x vibration
component in addition to the traces of higher harmonics (3x) typical of the presence of a
crack. The stiffness ratio k:/ko drops from a value of 0-9819 corresponding to the constant
stiffness of the asymmetric rotor to a value of 0-9645 due to an increased flexibility owing
to the present of the crack. This drop takes place when the crack opens fully
(8 = 135°=225°). Such a drop in flexibility during a part of the rotation leads to a
typical orbit as shown in Figure 9(1). Though the orbit has a loop inside similar to the one
in the case of asymmetric shaft in Figure 9(f), the difference is quite clear. The inner loop is
quite small and together with the larger outer lobe, the orbit takes this shape because of
the increased 1x component due to additional flexibility due to the crack. The effect of the
additional presence of the crack is thus very clearly seen in the frequency domain and in
the orbit plot of the response.

When the orientation of the crack from the direction of asymmetry is changed from
y = 0 to 45°, the effect is seen in the orbit plot more prominently than in the other format.
Although the frequency spectra and time domain signals show no qualitative changes from
the earlier case of y = 0°, the orbit plot (Figure 9(r)) shows a clear shift in the orbit
orientation. Due to an increased orientation angle the drop in stiffness ratio (Figure 9(q))
is increased for k,/ko and decreased for k:/ko. When the orientation of crack is further
increased to y = 90°, the marked drop in the degree of asymmetry compared to previous
cases of y is observed in the time domain, (Figures 10(a) and 10(b)) and frequency domain
(Figures 10(c) and 10(d)) signals. The time domain signal shows a strong qualitative
change. The strong 2x harmonic component in time domain signal is quite suppressed
here. This is also evident from the orbit plot (Figure 10(f)) that shows a complete
disappearance of the inner loop that is such a strong feature of an asymmetric rotor at
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Figure 10. Response of a two-crack rotor with a; =02, a, =02, r,p = 0-1. (I) Asymmetric rotor without
crack; (IT) Asymmetric rotor with crack at y = 0°; (III) Asymmetric rotor with crack at y = 45°. (a) and (b) Time
domain response in vertical and horizontal directions respectively. (c) and (d) Frequency domain response in
vertical and horizontal directions respectively. (e) Stiffness ratio variation. (f) Orbit plot.

low speeds. Instead a small protrusion type outer lobe is seen in the orbit plot. Dominating
1x component of vibration due to flexibility of the crack reduces the effect of asymmetry
due to the asymmetric rotor. The stiffness variation in Figure 10(e) shows that the stiffness
ratio k¢ /ko does not change much. This is due to the fact that the constant asymmetry is in
the direction of &; and the additional flexibility induced in &; direction due to the crack in
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&, —n, co-ordinate is very small, &; being the ““strong” crack direction of crack 2. However,
the rotor’s stiffness in #, direction in the early part of the rotation is already reduced due
to the orientation of the crack in the #, direction (the &, direction for crack 2 is same as the
n, direction for crack 1 in this case). The direct stiffness in “weak’ crack direction &, now
contributes to the stiffness of the rotor in the #, direction, thereby reducing the stiffness of
the rotor in the early part of the rotor rotation (0 = 45—160°).

(n y=90°
0.015 1.00 —
-1.00 | . 5 09k / kr/ko AN
.\/\ g oowor S A n—
= b4 .
> -1.02 = 2 oul ke/ko
£ ooost 5
-1.04 | 0.96 |
@ (© ©
1 L L 0.000 A L L L 0.95 1 L L
0.02 0.015 o0 2 180 270 360
001 @Iy y=90° '
g I —1.005
1“:3’ 0010 |
IN 0.00 | = —1.010
Q ‘ >
001 F g 0.005 ~1.015
‘ (b) d ~1.020
-0.02 L L L 0.000 Y SR L @ . . L )
0 90 180 270 360 10 20 30 40 50 60 O 001 000 00l 002
Angle of Rotation Frequency (Hz z
() =135 quency (Hz)
0.015 1.00
-1.00 [
° o o099} K /Kq
S 0010 X
[> -102 } 2 o o _m
’ 2 5 s )
£ ooos S
-1.04 | . X 096}
(9 N ) )
0.000 0.95 1 1 L
0.02 0.015 —0.99
001 k ° —1.00
< 0010} -1.01
=1
IN~0.00 | = > -1.02
—001 | & oost e
. . —1.04
") 0 : 0}
-0.02 1 1 1 0.000 1 1 1 1 1.05 1 1 L
0 90 180 270 360 10 20 30 40 50 60 -0.02 —0.01 0.00 0.01 0.02
Angle of Rotation Frequency (Hz) ‘
@y y=180°
0.015 1.00
- |
-1.00 | " > 099 kr/ko
] 0010 ;: 0.98 K é/k
|> -102} E -
g B 0
Z 0005 N
0.96
-1.04 f
m
N ) N 3.V O (] B O )
0.02 0.015 2091915 90 135 180 225 270 315 360
0.01}f -1.00
[}
g oowf o
In 0.00 £ | —102
£ L
ook E ooos JJ 108
(n) —1.04 r
-0.02 L L L 0.000 u" L L L (p) -1.05 L L L ( )
0 90 180 270 360 10 20 30 40 50 60 —0.02 —0.01 0.00 0.01 0.02
Angle of Rotation Frequency (Hz) z

Figure 11. Response of a two-crack rotor with a; = 02, a, = 0-2, r,, = 0-1. (I) Asymmetric rotor with crack
at y = 90°; (II) Asymmetric rotor with crack at y = 135°; (III) Asymmetric rotor with crack at y = 180°. (a) and
(b) Time domain response in vertical and horizontal directions respectively. (c¢) and (d) Frequency domain
response in vertical and horizontal directions respectively. (e) Stiffness ratio variation. (f) Orbit plot.
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When the orientation angle is further increased to y = 135°, the response is similar to the
case where y = 45°. However, here the orbit plot shows the orbit changed to opposite
orientation compared to the case of y =45°. The change in the orbit orientation here
clearly emphasizes the need to use plot as none of the time domain or frequency domain
plots showed any significant changes in the response.

The case of y = 180° is considered next (Figure 10(III)). Here the time domain and
frequency domain signals (Figures 10(m)-10(p)) show an expected rise in the second
harmonic vibration component. The stiffness ratio variation (Figure 10(q)) shows an
important reversal of pattern. Here since the crack is oriented opposite to the direction of
asymmetry, for § = 0°, the crack is fully open as it is located on the lower side of the rotor
in the tensile region. Hence it may be noted that the k:/ko ratio is lowest at 6 = 0° and it
remains so till the crack on the lower part of the rotor starts to close near 6 = 80°, as the
rotor continues to rotate counterclockwise. Near 0 = 135°, the crack closes and the rotor
assumes the stiffness corresponding to the inherent asymmetry in the rotor. Similarly, the
orbit shape and orientation of the inner loop in each case of the crack orientation angle y
considered so far does indicate the possible orientation of the crack relative to the
direction of asymmetry.

From the foregoing discussions it is established that the presence of a crack in an
asymmetric rotor does bring about definite changes in the response of the uncracked
asymmetric rotor. The frequency domain response coupled with the orbit plots does
provide important information regarding the presence as well as orientation of the crack
with respect to the direction of the asymmetry in the rotor.

It is shown in the previous section that the unbalance orientation angle does influence
the response of the two-crack rotor. Similar simulations are also repeated here in the case
of an asymmetric rotor with a fatigue crack in order to understand if the results of the
previous simulations in this section are valid irrespective of the unbalance orientation
angle (). Figure 12 shows the orbit plot for four different values of f for an asymmetric
rotor with a fatigue crack oriented at an angle of 180°. The orbit plot slightly changes
orientation of its inner loop for f = 90 and 270°, for which the inner loop gets pulled in the
direction of the unbalance. The changes in the orbit plot are not very substantial and can
be explained by the fact that the speed of the rotor is of a low order (1/10th of the first
bending critical speed). Thus at such a low speed the effect of unbalance orientation can be
expected to be marginal. However, the simulations are carried out to study the effect of a
different unbalance orientation angle (f =90°) than the one previously considered
(p = 0°) on the orbit plot changes due to different crack orientation angle (y). Figures 13
and 14 show the response of an asymmetric rotor without and with the crack at different
orientations with the direction of asymmetry of unbalance orientation angle of f = 90°.
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Figure 12. Effect of unbalance orientation angle (f8) on the orbital response of an asymmetric rotor with crack
a; =02,a =02,y =180° and ry, = 0-1.
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Figure 13. Response of an asymmetric rotor with a; = 0-2, @, = 0-2, r,;, = 0-1, f = 90°. (I) Asymmetric rotor
without crack; (II) y = 0°. (IIT) y = 90°. (a) Time domain response in vertical direction. (b) Time domain response
in horizontal directions. (c) Frequency domain response in vertical direction. (d) Frequency domain response in
horizontal direction. (e) Orbit plot.

Comparing these results with those presented in Figures 10 and 11 for f = 0°, it is quite
clear that the unbalance orientation angle only slightly alters the response. The frequency
composition and the amplitudes of these frequencies in both the cases of f are also
comparable. It can thus be concluded that the phase of unbalance relative to the crack
only slightly modifies the response variation with y. The presence of crack in an
asymmetric rotor can still be identified from the changes in the orbit plot irrespective of
the phase of the unbalance. The unbalance phase does not play a very dominant role at
such a slow speed.
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Figure 14. Response of an asymmetric rotor with a crack with a; =02, @, = 02, r,, = 0-1, f=90°. (I)
y = 180°. (I) y = 270°. (a) Time domain response in vertical direction. (b) Time domain response in horizontal
directions. (c¢) Frequency domain response in vertical direction. (d) Frequency domain response in horizontal
direction. (e) Orbit plot.

5. CONCLUSIONS

The stiffness of a two-crack Jeffcott rotor is derived from the concepts of fracture
mechanics. The cracks are assumed to breathe as the rotor rotates. Breathing behaviour of
both the cracks could be studied in detail due to the complex non-linear model used in the
study. When the orientation of one crack relative to the other is varied, the breathing
behaviour of the cracks changes leading to the changes in the stiffness variation that
ultimately affects the response pattern of the cracked rotor. The effect of the orientation of
the crack on the response is more strongly observed at lower speeds. At very high speeds
close to the critical speed, this effect is not observed. The change in response could be
observed in frequency domain and orbit plots. The salient features of the response of the
two-crack rotor are as follows:

1. If the two cracks are aligned, the frequency response contains first three harmonics of
rotational speed. If one of the cracks is oriented perpendicular to the first one, the
second harmonic component vanishes from the spectrum. When the two cracks are in
opposite phase, the third harmonic component is absent and the second harmonic
component of vibration becomes very dominant.

2. The orbit plot shows significant changes. From the onion shape for y = 0°, the orbit
changes to an oblong shape for y = 90° and then to a double looped orbit for y = 180°.
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. For higher speeds near half the uncracked shaft critical speed, the changes are seen

more prominently at y = 90°, where the second harmonic component of the spectrum
almost vanishes, and the orbit plot does not show the characteristic inner loop which is
other wise shown at this period.

. The unbalance orientation angle () has shown its influence on the orbit plot in the case

of a two-crack rotor. The nature of this influence is dependent on crack orientation
angle (y). When f is varied, the orientation of the orbit alters without significant change
in its shape if y = 90 or 180°, whereas the orbit shape alters slightly if y = 90°. However
the influence of f is particularly noticeable at higher speeds (7., = 0-5).

The presence of a breathing crack in an asymmetric rotor brings about some distinctive

changes in the frequency spectrum and orbit plots of the response. The salient features of
the response of an asymmetric rotor with a breathing crack are as follows:

I.

The presence of a breathing crack in an asymmetric rotor adds higher harmonics in the
spectrum in addition to a dominant first harmonic component. Without any crack, an
asymmetric rotor exhibits very large second harmonic component and a negligible first
harmonic at lower speeds.

. The orbit plot changes could be either change in the orientation of the inner loop, its

relative size or the complete disappearance of this inner loop depending upon the
orientation of this crack with respect to the direction of the original asymmetry.

. The effect of the phase of unbalance with respect to the direction of asymmetry is

shown to be marginal, particularly at slower operating speeds (r,,, = 0-1). Even for a
different unbalance phase (f = 90°), the orbit plot changes were found to be similar to
those obtained for = 0°.

These changes could be useful in diagnosing fatigue crack in asymmetric rotors. This

vibration-based diagnostic strategy has an advantage that it can be applied without
bringing the rotor to a halt and taking the rotor out of service.

10.
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APPENDIX A: NOMENCLATURE

co-ordinate system for crack 1

co-ordinate system for crack 2

angle made by crack 2 relative to crack 1

depth of cracks 1 and 2 respectively

diameter of the shaft

crack depth ratio (a/D) for cracks 1 and 2 respectively

length of the shaft

mass of the disc

damping constant

damping factor

eccentricity of mass of disc from its geometric center

static deflection of the uncracked rotor

dimensionless eccentricity (e/ds)

orientation of centre of mass from &, axis in the direction of shaft rotation

angle of rotation of shaft

rotor center displacement in vertical and horizontal direction respectively

rotor center displacement in the direction perpendicular to crack edge and in the
direction parallel to crack edge of crack 1 respectively

rotor center displacement in the direction perpendicular to crack edge and in the
direction parallel to crack edge of crack 2 respectively

uncracked rotor stiffness

direct stiffness of the shaft in &, and #; direction respectively

cross-coupled stiffnesses

rotational speed in rad/s

time in seconds

flexibility in &; and #, directions respectively

cross-coupled flexibilities

forces acting on the shaft at cross-section of crack 1 in & and #; directions
respectively

forces acting on the shaft at cross-section of crack 1 in &, and #, directions
respectively

total stress intensity factor at any point along the crack edge of cracks 1 and 2
respectively

stress intensity factor due to forces Q¢, and Q,, respectively
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